UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

COURSE SYLLABUS

The purpose and intent of this one semester course is to expose the student to the concepts behind the inner working of our government both historically and recently.  The ultimate goal of this class is to make the student a more informed and conscience citizen and voter.

I. First Six Weeks of School

a. Unit 1  Foundations in American Government

1. Chapters 1-3
2. Weekly Court Cases
II. Second Six Weeks of School

a. Unit 2  The Legislative and Executive Branches
1. Chapters 4, Excerpts Chapter 5-12, Chapter 13
2. Weekly Court Cases

III. Third Six Weeks of School

a. Unit 5,6  The Judicial Branch, Civil Liberties and Party Politics
1. Chapters 14, 15, 19
2. Weekly Court Cases

IV. Final Exam

Course Grade:

30%  Daily Work

10% Notes Quizzes

60% Major Grades
**NOTE:  The teacher of this course reserves the right to alter this syllabus based on time constraints, flow of class and other such factors that might speed or slow the progression of this course.
Government is a senior level course that is designed in nature to be fast paced and to prepare the student for the next phase of their life.  The design of the class will help the student progress to the college classroom or directly to the work force.  Therefore, it is important that the senior student, or student who has chosen to take a senior level course, understand that the exams are formatted to essay style and will all be considered summative of that chapter.  All students are expected to keep up with assignments and achieve well on exams in order to pass this course.  This is a required course of our Industrial Independent School District and the State of Texas.  Due to this severity it is the teacher’s intention to keep the senior student well informed of their progress as well as parent notification at the time of deficiency or other necessary contacts.  Extra credit work or retests will not be options.  The student must understand that work and exams must be taken seriously at the time they are assigned and assessed.  

Late work policy will be as such:

Work turned in when due can be worth full credit.

Work turned in one day late will be deducted eleven points from final grade.  Work turned in two days late will be deducted twenty one points.  Work turned in three days late will be deducted thirty one points.  No assignment will be accepted after the third day for point value. 
*All work must be turned in with the chapter that it has been assigned and assessed with.  Regardless of how many days late the assignment is, in the event that the chapter exam has been taken the assignments from that chapter will no longer have point value.

Semester exam exemptions:

Students must have a grade of  90 or above on each six weeks to be exempt from the semester final.  In addition to this all other exemptions requirements (absences, tardies, etc.) must be met.

I have read and understand the United States Government course syllabus.
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